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Agenda
• Background
• Current Position
• Factsheets
• PCR, IMS, MALDI-ToF, MPN

• Buyer Beware
• Next Steps
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Background
• HSE requirement for “evidence-base” 
• Consumer demand
• Independent liaison group
• HSE, PHE, WMSoc, LCA

• Strengths and weaknesses of techniques
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Aims & Objectives
• Increase awareness of techniques 
• Review verification & validation data
• Provide publications in “Waterline”
• Events to communicate findings
• Factsheets to guide membership
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Current Position
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ISO 11731:2017
• Water quality – Enumeration of Legionella spp
• Selection on water type and bacterial count
• Matrix of testing procedures
• Concentration step

• Variable sensitivity
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Legionella Testing Market
• 2016
• US$ 180 m (£129 m)

• 2025
• US$ 398.7 m (£286 m)
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FACTSHEETS
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WMSoc Disclaimers

Suitable verification data should be supplied by any laboratories 
undertaking the testing (or UKAS accreditation). 

All tests should have positive and negative control data available -
irrespective of whether laboratory or field-based. 
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BUYER BEWARE



25

Laboratory v Point of Care
• Why test?

– WSP/Compliance/ Trend analysis/monitoring
– Outbreaks

• Where to test?
– Compliance
– Equipment outlay
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Quality Control
• Positive/negative controls
• Records

– Batch no
– Use by date
– Manufacturer QC

Image courtesy of: Chris 73 / Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Chris_73
http://commons.wikimedia.org/
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Training
• Sampling standards

– ISO 5667/19458
– BS 6068/7592/8554
– Aseptic technique

• Test standards
– ISO 17025, 11731, 16266, 17994, 17043  
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Training
• Manufacturer

– Instructions for use
– You-Tube
– Bespoke

• Independent
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Next Steps
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Next Steps
• Peer Review

– Load onto WMSoc members area
• New Group Members

– Comparative matrix
– Factsheets for new technologies
– Liaise with regulators
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